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How to make impressive presentations at international conferences

W

HRE R R E S R S 1 e i e
J. Patrick Barron

At international conferences today, it is becoming increasingly difficult to be selected to make an oral presentation. It is becoming

more and more frequent that the organizers select papers to be given in the format of posters, either with or without a short, two- or
three-minute description of the contents which is sometimes discussed at a separate poster discussion session.

In today’s presentation I concentrate on oral presentations and effective poster making since both are essential for making an impact at
international meetings. I will begin with a description of the main points that should be paid attention to make an impressive oral presen-
tation, for example, practicing the text from the last page, then the second last page and last page, then the third last page and the second
last page, then finally from first to the last page. This means thus as you go through the paper you become more and more confident with
the content. I also describe some of the bit falls of oral presentations and also describe how to prevent, understand, and reply to, difficult
questions.

Concerning the poster presentation, which is becoming more and more important for many speakers outside the English-speaking
world, since conference organizers do not necessarily understand the level of the competence in spoken English of the presenter, I de-
scribe some of the most important materials which are the basis of a poster, the most important characteristics of scientific posters, and
how to tailor materials to the poster. In addition, it is important to choose the layout for the poster, for example, which part of the poster
attracts the greatest attention and which the conclusion should be.

For example, many posters all over the world have the Conclusion, which is the most important part of the poster, usually at the bot-
tom right hand side, and it can be very hard to read.

I will describe various methods to overcome these problems and prepare effective and memorable posters. I will be looking forward to

questions and answers after the session.
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